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LaPorte County Right to Life
2020 Life Issues Survey

          An Affiliation with the Indiana Right to Life

2020 LOCAL CANDIDATE SURVEY QUESTIONS

16. Under what circumstances do you believe abor�on should be legal? (Mark all that apply.)
   A. Abor�on should never be legal 
                                                B. Life of the mother only 
                                                C. Rape and/or incest
   D. Other _______________ 
                                                E. Abor�on should be legal in all cases 

Do you support Indiana’s informed consent law that requires that women be informed, in wri�ng,  
of the risks of abor�on, alterna�ves to abor�on, and fetal development (including informa�on 
about fetal pain) at least 18 hours prior an abor�ons?

1.

Do you oppose partial birth abortion, the procedure that kills a living child during delivery? 2.
Do you believe that pharmacy workers should have the right to refuse dispensing drugs that they 
have reason to believe will be used to cause abortions?

3.

Do you oppose physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia?4.
Do you oppose all efforts to clone human embryos?5.
Do you oppose fetal stem cell research that requires the destruction of human embryos?6.
Do you oppose using taxpayer funds to pay for elective abortions, to subsidize abortion providers, 
or to subsidize abortion referring agencies, such as Planned Parenthood?

7.

Do you support current Indiana law stating that human physical life begins when a human ovum 
is fertilized by a human sperm?

8.

Do you support your political party’s national platform on abortion? (See page 5)9.
Do you believe that abortion providers should be required to provide to the State, in writing proof 
that they have local hospital admitting privileges or have entered into a written agreement with 
another physician with local hospital admitting privileges?

10.

Do you believe all abortion facilities should be required to comply with all federal, state and local 
building regulations regarding health, safety, and ambulance access?

11.

Do you oppose legislation that would eliminate current state laws that regulate abortion?12.
Do you support state law requiring that aboted babies be buried or cremated, instead of being 
treated as mere “medical waste”?

13.

Will you vote only for party and caucus leadership that is committed to protecting innocent life 
from conception to natural death?

14.

Do you support laws that promote adoption?15.
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FEDERAL CANDIDATE SURVEY QUESTIONS
   

1.   Would you vote to repeal the “Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act”, commonly known as Obamacare?

2.   Do you support a ban on all efforts to clone human embryos? 

3.   Do you oppose using federal funding for embryonic stem cell research that requires the destruction of human embryos? 

4.   Would you oppose any efforts to repeal or weaken the Unborn Victims of Violence Act?

5.    you advocate changing the Roe v. Wade, Doe v. Bolton, and Casey v. Planned Parenthood decisions, so that elected 

legislative bodies (the state legislatures and Congress) may once again protect unborn children by limiting and/or prohibiting 

abortion?

6.   Would you oppose any legislation that would weaken the Hyde Amendment and other current laws that restrict federal 

subsidies for abortion?

7.   Would you vote to prevent further U.S. funding of the United Nations Population Fund?

8.   Would you vote for the Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act? 

9.   Would you vote for  the NoTaxpayer Funding for Abortion Act? 

10. Would you vote for legislation that would make abortion clinics, and organizations that operate abortion clinics, ineligible for 

Title X funding?

11, Would you vote for the Pain-Capable Child Protection Act?

12. Would you vote for Federal law to strengthen policy against assisted suicide, including overturning the D.C. law? 

13. Do you support your political party’s national platform on abortion? (See page 5 for national party platforms)

14. Will you advocate for and support the nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court of only well-qualified persons who will respect 

the sanctity of innocent human life, who will interpret the Constitution according to its text, and who will be willing to 

reconsider precedents inconsistent with the text of the Constitution? 

15. Will you vote only for party and caucus leadership that is committed to protection of innocent life from conception to natural 

death?

16. Under what circumstances do you believe abortion should be legal?  

               A. Never     

               B. Life of the mother only.   

               C. Rape and/or incest.   

               D. Other: ____________________ 

               E.  Always

Answer Key: Yes (Y), No (N), Unsure (U), Did Not Respond (DNR)

Local Candidates Answers to the Questions on Page 2

Ques�on Answer Key: Y- Yes, N- No , U- Unsure, DNR– Did Not Respond *- Submi�ed Essay found at: irtl.org, n/a, non-applicable

Survey Guidelines
All candidates were mailed a survey. Candidates who did not respond are listed as Did Not Respond (DNR). Return envelopes were 

provided for local candidates. Federal candidate surveys were collected by the National Right to Life (NRTL), and State surveys 
collected by Indiana Right to Life, (IRTL). Responses from candidates who included comments are marked with and asterisk (*). 

Due to space limitations, comments are not included. Go to the NRTL website; www.nrlc.org. or IRTL website; irtl.org, or La Porte 
County RTL website; www.laportecountyrtl.org for additional copies and comments for each who may have further comments. 

This voter guide is posted on the La Porte County Right to Life website, www.laportecountyrtl.org.
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Survey Guidelines: All candidates were mailed a survey with an explanation that many would like to know where our public 
officials stand on the life issues. Those who responded are listed and those who chose not to respond, or whose return mail did not 
reach the LPCRTL, are listed as “Did Not Respond”, (DNR). Responses from candidates who included comments are marked with and 
asterisk (*). Due to space limitations, comments are on the website only. 

U.S. Senator Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 Q15 Q16

    Evan Bayh (D)               DNR

    Todd Young (R) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A

U.S. Representative District 1 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 Q15 Q16

     Frank J Mrvan  (D)      DNR

     Mark Leyva  (R)          DNR

     Michael Strauss (L)     DNR

U.S. Representative District 2 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 Q15 Q16

     Patricia Hackett (D)     DNR

     Jackie Walorski (R) Y. Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y B,C

2020 STATE CANDIDATE SURVEY QUESTIONS

1.   Do you support Indiana’s informed consent law that requires that women be informed, in wri�ng, of the 
risks of abor�on, alterna�ves to abor�on, and fetal development (including informa�on about fetal pain) at 
least 18 hours prior to an abor�on? 

2.   Do you oppose partial birth abortion, the procedure that kills a living child during delivery? 
3.   Do you believe that pharmacy workers should have the right to refuse dispensing drugs that can be used to 

cause abor�ons?
4.   Do you oppose physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia?  
5.   Do you oppose all efforts to clone human embryos?
6.   Do you oppose fetal stem cell research that requires the destruc�on of human embryos?
7.   Do you oppose using taxpayer funds to pay for elec�ve abor�ons, to subsidize abor�on providers, or to 

subsidize abor�on referring agencies such as Planned Parenthood?
8.   Do you support  current Indiana law sta�ng human physical life begins when a human ovum is fer�lized by a 
        human sperm?
9.   Do you support your poli�cal party’s na�onal pla�orm on abor�on? 
10. Do you believe that abor�on providers should be required to provide to the State, in wri�ng, proof that they 

have local hospital admi�ng privileges or have entered into a wri�en agreement with another physician 
with local hospital admitting privileges?

11. Do you believe that all abor�on facili�es should be required to comply with all federal, state and local 
building regula�ons regarding health, safety and ambulance access?

12. Do you oppose legisla�on that would eliminate current state laws that regulate abor�on?
13. Do you believe that abor�on providers should be required to dispose of aborted children in a humane 
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manner, instead of trea�ng remains as mere “medical waste”. 
14. Will you vote only for party and caucus leadership that is commi�ed to protec�ng innocent life from          

concep�on to natural death?
15.  Do you support laws that promote adop�on?
14.   Under what circumstances do you believe abor�on should be legal? (Mark all that apply.)
  A. Abor�on should never be legal 
                                B. Life of the mother only 
                                C. Rape and/or incest
   D. Other_____________________ 
                                E. Abor�on should be legal in all cases. 

2020 Democratic Party Platform on abortion:2020 Democratic Party Platform on abortion:  
Securing Reproductive Health, Rights, and JusticeSecuring Reproductive Health, Rights, and Justice

Democrats are committed to protecting and advancing reproductive health, rights, and justice. We believe 
unequivocally, like the majority of Americans, that every woman should be able to access high-quality 
reproductive health care services, including safe and legal abortion. We will repeal the Title X domestic gag 
rule and restore federal funding for Planned Parenthood, which provides vital preventive and reproductive 
health care for millions of people, especially low-income people, and people of color, and LGBTQ+ people, 
including in underserved areas.
Democrats oppose and will fight to overturn federal and state laws that create barriers to reproductive health 
and rights. We will repeal the Hyde Amendment, and protect and codify the right to reproductive freedom. 
We condemn acts of violence, harassment, and intimidation of reproductive health providers, patients, and 
staff. We will address the discrimination and barriers that inhibit meaningful access to reproductive health 
care services, including those based on gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, race, income, disability, 
geography, and other factors. Democrats oppose restrictions on medication abortion care that are 
inconsistent with the most recent medical and scientific evidence and that do not protect public health.
We recognize that quality, affordable comprehensive health care; medically accurate, LGBTQ+ inclusive, 
age-appropriate sex education; and the full range of family planning services are all essential to ensuring 
that people can decide if, when, and how to start a family. We are proud to be the party of the Affordable 
Care Act, which prohibits discrimination in health care on the basis of sex and requires insurers to cover 
prescription contraceptives at no cost. These efforts have significantly reduced teen and unintended 
pregnancies by making it easier to decide whether, when, and how to have a child.
We believe that a person’s health should always come first. Democrats will protect the rights of all people 
to make personal health care decisions, and will reject the Trump Administration’s use of broad exemptions 
to allow medical providers, employers, and others to discriminate.

The Constitution’s guarantee that no one can “be deprived of life, liberty or property” deliberately 
echoes the Declaration of Independence’s proclamation that “all” are “endowed by their Creator” 
with the inalienable right to life. Accordingly, we assert the sanctity of human life and affirm that the 
unborn child has a fundamental right to life which cannot be infringed. We support a human life 
amendment to the Constitution and legislation to make clear that the Fourteenth Amendment’s 
protections apply to children before birth.
We oppose the use of public funds to perform or promote abortion or to fund organizations, like 
Planned Parenthood, so long as they provide or refer for elective abortions or sell fetal body parts 
rather than provide healthcare. We urge all states and Congress to make it a crime to acquire, 
transfer, or sell fetal tissues from elective abortions for research, and we call on Congress to enact 
a ban on any sale of fetal body parts. In the meantime, we call on Congress to ban the practice of 
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misleading women on so-called fetal harvesting consent forms, a fact revealed by a 2015 
investigation. We will not fund or subsidize healthcare that includes abortion coverage.
We support the appointment of judges who respect traditional family values and the sanctity of 
innocent human life. We oppose the non-consensual withholding or withdrawal of care or 
treatment,including food and water, from individuals with disabilities, newborns, the elderly, or the 
infirm, just as we oppose euthanasia and assisted suicide.
We affirm our moral obligation to assist, rather than penalize, women who face an unplanned 
pregnancy. In order to encourage women who face an unplanned pregnancy to choose life, we 
support legislation that requires financial responsibility for the child be equally borne by both the 
mother and father upon conception until the child reaches adulthood. Failure to require a father to 
be equally responsible for a child places an inequitable burden on the mother, creating a financial 
and social hardship on both mother and child. We celebrate the millions of Americans who open 
their hearts, homes, and churches to mothers in need and women fleeing abuse. We thank and 
encourage providers of counseling, medical services, and adoption assistance for empowering 
women experiencing an unintended pregnancy to choose life. We support funding for ultrasounds 
and adoption assistance. We salute the many states that now protect women and girls through 
laws requiring informed consent, parental consent, waiting periods, and clinic regulation. We 
condemn the Supreme Court’s activist decision in Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt striking 
down commonsense Texas laws providing for basic health and safety standards in abortion clinics.
We applaud the U.S. House of Representatives for leading the effort to add enforcement to the 
Born-Alive Infant Protection Act by passing the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act, which 
imposes appropriate civil and criminal penalties on healthcare providers who fail to provide 
treatment and care to an infant who survives an abortion, including early induction delivery 
whether the death of the infant is intended. We strongly oppose infanticide. Over a dozen states 
have passed Pain Capable Unborn Child Protection Acts prohibiting abortion after twenty weeks, 
the point at which current medical research shows that unborn babies can feel excruciating pain 
during abortions, and we call on Congress to enact the federal version. Not only is it good 
legislation, but it enjoys the support of a majority of the American people. We support state and 
federal efforts against the cruelest forms of abortion, especially dismemberment abortion 
procedures, in which unborn babies are literally torn apart limb from limb.
We call on Congress to ban sex-selection abortions and abortions based on disabilities — 
discrimination in its most lethal form. We oppose embryonic stem cell research. We oppose federal 
funding of embryonic stem cell research. We support adult stem cell research and urge the 
restoration of the national placental stem cell bank created by President George H.W. Bush but 
abolished by his Democrat successor, President Bill Clinton. We oppose federal funding for 
harvesting embryos and call for a ban on human cloning.
The Democratic Party is extreme on abortion. Democrats’ almost limitless support for abortion, 
and their strident opposition to even the most basic restrictions on abortion, put them dramatically 
out of step with the American people. Because of their opposition to simple abortion clinic safety 
procedures, support for taxpayer-funded abortion, and rejection of pregnancy resource centers 
that provide abortion alternatives, the old Clinton mantra of “safe, legal, and rare” has been 
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reduced to just “legal.” We are proud to be the party that protects human life and offers real 
solutions for women.

2020 Libertarian Party Abortion Platform2020 Libertarian Party Abortion Platform  
Recognizing that abortion is a sensitive issue and that people can hold good-faith views on all sides, we 
believe that government should be kept out of the matter, leaving the question to each person for their 
conscientious consideration. 

Answer Key: Yes (Y), No (N), Unsure (U), Did Not Respond (DNR), *Essay at www.irtl.org

State Governor Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 

  Woodrow (Woody) Meyers(D) DNR

  Eric Holcomb (R) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y B

  Donald Rainwater (L)            DNR

Lieutenant Governor Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 

   Linda Lawson (D)

   Suzanne Crouch (R ) 

State Senator Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14

   Luke Bohm District 5 (D)      DNR

   Ed Charbonneau District.5 (R) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A

   Mike Bohacek     District 8 (R) Y N U Y U U Y U Y Y U Y C,D 

State Attorney General Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 

   Jonathan Weinzapfel  (D)           DNR

   Todd Rokita (R) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A

State Representative Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 

  Carolyn B. Jackson (D)Dist 1  DNR

  Ryan Dvorak (D)  Dist 8        DNR
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  Patricia A. (Pat) Boy Dist 9   DNR

  Tim Gust (D)     Dist 20         DNR

  Jim Pressel (R) Dist 20 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y B,C 

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
1
6

Circuit Court Clerk Kathleen A Chroback (D)    DNR

Heather Stevens (R)           DNR

County Auditor Lynn F Spevak (D)              DNR

Timothy Stabosz U Y Y Y U Y Y U U Y Y Y U N Y
D
*

County Recorder Lois Sosinski  (D)    Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y U Y

Elizabeth (Ela) Bilderback (R) U Y N N Y N Y U U Y Y U Y U Y
B,
C

County Treasurer
Joie Winski (D)                    
DNR

John Matwyshyn ( R)          DNR 

County Coroner Mark P. Baker (D)               DNR 

Lynn Swanson (R)              DNR

County Surveyor Anthony C. Hendricks (D)   DNR

No Candidate (R)

County Comm. Dist 2 No Candidate (D)                 

Richard Mrozinski Jr. (R)         DNR

Jeremy Smith (L)                     DNR
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County Comm. Dist 3 Vidya Kora (D)                         DNR

Joe Haney (R)                          DNR

Mike “Willie Beamer” Walker DNR

County Council At-Large Jeffrey L. Santana (D)        DNR

Matthew Bernacchi (D)       DNR

Michael Bmollenhauer (D)  DNR

Earl Cunningham (R)          DNR

Connie Granarossa (R)      DNR

Brett H. Kessler  (R)           DNR

Pottawattomi Park Susan Tochell (D)              DNR

Vincent Miller  ( R)             DNR

John Glenn Sch. Corp.

Lincoln Township Robert Borlik                      DNR

Polk Township Jared Egger                       DNR

Johnson Township Ryan Knowlton                   DNR

Liberty Township Christian Lee Matrix           DNR

La Porte Comm.School Corp At-Large

At-Large James R Arnold                  DNR      

At-Large Brett Binversie                    DNR

     At-Large Kyleen Fuller                      DNR

At-Large Marie Gilliland                    DNR

B,
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At-Large Robert O'Donnell II             Y Y N N Y Y N N U Y Y U U N U C

     At-Large Rhonda Spencer                DNR

At-Large Sarah Stef                              Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y U Y U Y Y Y A

At-Large Karla Vincent                        DNR

New Durham Township 
School Dist. Karen Jedrysek                  DNR

Michigan City/Springfield 
Brd. Member Debra Chubb                      DNR                                

Michigan City Civil City Bd. 
Member Marty Corley                       DNR                     

New Prairie Sch. 
Corp.Dist 1 Dale Groves                       DNR          

Dist 3 Phillip J King                          DNR        

At-Large Marc A Gumm                      DNR        

     At-Large Sheldon Sco�                        DNR         

At-Large Jill Smith                                 DNR

South Central Commu. Corpora�on

Hanna Township Allen Welkie                          DNR      

Nobel Township Geraldine "Gerrie" Gro�     DNR

At-Large Jacob Wade                            DNR

Tri-County Consol. School Corpora�on

Dist 1 Amy Welkie                            DNR

Dist 1 Chad James Howell               DNR

Dist 2 James L. DeHaven                 DNR
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Dist 2 Aaron E. Rust                         DNR

   2020 Republican Party Platform on Abortion: The Fifth Amendment: Protecting2020 Republican Party Platform on Abortion: The Fifth Amendment: Protecting  
Human Life


